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PERSONAL INJURY
PRACTICE
• Free consultation
• Home or hospital
appointments available
• No recovery. No fee.
We do not get paid
unless you do.
• Trial attorneys
• Licensed in Georgia and
Florida

Referrals
We want you to think
of us as your law firm.
If you have legal matters that need attention,
please let us know. If we
cannot handle the matter,
we will refer you to a
competent firm that can.
Please feel free to refer
us to your family, friends,
and neighbors for their
legal needs. We welcome
the opportunity to help.
CALL US. YOU’RE
GOING TO
FEEL A WHOLE
LOT BETTER
ABOUT THINGS.

Fire-loss claims

E

xperiencing a fire at a home or business is distressing. However,
dealing with insurance company adjusters, who may often assess
residential- or commercial-fire losses at 25 to 40 percent less than the
actual value of the claim, can add to the ordeal.
Here are some suggestions anyone experiencing a fire loss should
remember:
• Reread the insurance policy before doing anything. It outlines the
insured’s rights regarding living expenses, losses, deductibles, and
other protections and limitations.
• Avoid signing releases or accepting payments until you fully
understand the potential loss and recovery implications.
• Protect, examine, and photograph or videotape the damaged
property and its contents.
• File a claim immediately, and obtain a detailed description of
coverage inclusions and restrictions.
• Document, in writing, everything you do.
• Negotiate with the insurance company adjuster, but remember that
you can hire an independent adjuster to help you document and verify your losses.
• Obtain legal assistance.

Medical-injury caps

L

awmakers who want to cap medical malpractice compensation say too many patients are suing
over trivialities. Each of the sufferers in the following cases would receive only $250,000 if
medical malpractice reformers have their way. While most proposals would allow for reimbursement of out-of-pocket expenses, such as medical bills and lost wages, they would limit
compensation for permanent, life-altering injuries.
Shortly after oral surgery
at a hospital, a 17-yearold patient died when
nurses negligently removed
a breathing tube too soon,
failed to monitor her
distress, and mishandled
her revival. A jury
awarded damages.

A mother suffered a
hypertensive stroke,
cognitive problems, and
right-side paralysis after
being prematurely discharged from a hospital,
despite doctors’ knowledge
of her high blood pressure
and headache symptoms.
The parties settled.

Although a five-year-old child
was admitted to a hospital for an
ear infection, radiologists failed to
diagnose and report a sinuscavity blood clot before he suffered permanent vision loss from
swelling and optic nerve damage.
A court awarded damages.

Only juries can assess fair compensation for patients’ medical payments, lifelong suffering,
loss of earning power, consortium with loved ones, and particularly their deaths.
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Housing discrimination…

health
insurance

A

W

rongdoers selling phony
insurance plans are popping up
everywhere. Their less-expensive
coverage may look very appealing to
Americans who lose coverage at
work, experience rapidly escalating
premiums, or cannot get coverage
elsewhere.
Not only do scammers often lack
licenses to sell insurance, they also
don’t have sufficient reserves to
cover payments.
Their game is to
pay smaller initial
claims to solicit
greater premiums
from future
policyholders.
A study found
that more than
100,000 scaminsurance-plan
buyers have been
stuck with $85 million in unpaid
medical bills since 2001.
Experts offer the following warning signs to look for in potentially
counterfeit health-coverage
solicitations:
■ Unbelievably low rates.
■ No health prescreening
requirement.
■ Automatic preexisting-condition
coverage.
■ Promoted and endorsed by
individuals allegedly representing
labor unions or professional
associations.
■ Sales pitches that replace
“insurance” with “benefits.”
To check a plan’s legitimacy, call
our state’s insurance commissioner’s
office for licensing, know the agent
who will pay claims, and contact an
attorney for counsel.

…and the elderly
s our nation grays, greater numbers of aging
people may find themselves denied equal
opportunity in obtaining housing.
Housing discrimination against the elderly
usually involves two factors. First is a perceived
inability of an elderly person to live independently
and to care for him- or herself and a property. The
second consists of past, actual, or perceived
disabilities that might make someone incapable of
independent living.
A reasonable housing accommoIf real-estate agents, rental agents, condominium dation for a senior can sometimes
associations, landlords, or even family members
make the difference between living
unlawfully deny the elderly equal opportunity to
independently in a community or
obtain housing in single-family homes, condoentering a care facility or nursing
minium communities, or rental communities, those home. Seniors, or their children, who
harmed have recourse. Elderly people who have
believe housing discrimination has
suffered discrimination are increasingly turning to occurred should consult legal counsel.
the Fair Housing Act (FHA) of 1968 and the
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) to obtain their fair rights to housing.
When a Texas couple was refused admission to a subsidized apartment complex
on the basis of the husband’s blindness and partial paralysis, the U.S. Department of
Housing and Urban Development’s FHA division determined that discrimination had
occurred and took the apartment’s owners to federal court. The court ruled that the
FHA had the authority to bar discrimination against seniors with disabilities.
In a Florida case, an administrative law judge ruled on another FHA complaint.
Here, the court agreed that a condominium association was required to make reasonable
disability accommodations for a longtime resident who experienced a stroke that made
him unable to walk.
Courts have also ruled that older residents are entitled to maintain service- or
emotional-support animals as long as tenants reasonably comply with general tenancy
obligations.

SEAT BELTS SAVE LIVES

N

o one ever plans on having an automobile accident. But everyone can plan to drive more safely and buckle seat belts.
Here are some statistics on how seat belts can save lives:
■ Seat belts save nearly 10,000 drivers’ and passengers’ lives
annually.
■ Only seven in ten auto occupants in accidents are buckled up.
■ Young males—age 16 to 25—are the least likely to buckle up and
are the most likely to be involved in life-endangering accidents.
■ Hospital costs for unbelted auto-crash victims are 50 percent
higher than for those who buckle up.
■ If 90 percent of passengers use their seat belts by 2005, the nation
will likely see a 25 percent reduction in child fatalities in accidents.

PLEASE DRIVE SAFELY.

Workplace
injuries…
…and equipment design

T

housands and thousands of American
workers are injured on the job every day.
In fact, according to the Bureau of Labor
Statistics, 4.7 million nonfatal workplace
injuries and illnesses were reported during
2002.
Many workplace injuries could be
prevented if manufacturers designed
machinery and other equipment with high
safety standards in mind, and businesses
required all machinery to be operated as
instructed.

Worker fatality

LEGAL DICTIONARY

M

any clients find legal terms puzzling. From time to time, we offer some
easy-to-understand definitions to help clear things up. This time, we’ll
look at legal terms associated with civil wrongs.

Tort
This is behavior or an act that one person negligently or intentionally
performs which harms another person physically, monetarily, or in some other
way. Torts commonly involve assaults, auto accidents, defamation, fraud,
malpractice, and premises liability. The injured person has the right to sue for
damages.

Tortfeasor
A tortfeasor is a person who commits the act that harms another person.

Tort of Another Doctrine
This generally accepted convention permits a plaintiff to obtain reasonable
compensation for attorney’s fees they have paid to sue a tortfeasor or third party.

When workers are injured by defectively
designed equipment, our civil justice system
offers recourse. Family members of a woman
who suffered fatal injuries when a grinding
wheel she was working on exploded brought
suit. Their attorney alleged that the
equipment’s manufacturer failed to warn of
design dangers and was further negligent in
failing to include a protective guard on the
equipment that would have prevented serious
injury. The parties settled out of court.

SECRET settlements

S

Thousands of American workers
are injured on the job every day.
When workers are injured by
defectively designed equipment,
our civil justice system offers
recourse.

ecrecy and gag orders in our state and federal courts undermine every
American’s right to know. Since the mid 1970s, defendants in civil
litigation, as a condition of settlement, have sought to keep out of the
public’s eye important information that should emerge from litigation.
For instance, over the past 20 years, secret settlements have been reached
to conceal very important information about sexual abuse of children by
clergy, injuries from medical malpractice, automobiles that flip over or
explode in accidents, and medical procedures and products that endanger
health.
This insidious practice also affects Americans’ perceptions of their courts
and our justice system. “Protective Orders” close off the nation’s courts,
which are supposed to be institutions open to public scrutiny and review.
“Sealed Court Files” deny a presumption of openness and honesty to court
proceedings. “Confidentiality Agreements” undermine the public’s respect
for the courts and justice. And “Secret Agreements” increase the likelihood
of additional litigation to find the truth.
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Our Martindale-Hubbell rating
Jason R. Schultz, P.C., has earned an
AV rating in the Martindale-Hubbell® Law
Directory for our legal capabilities and
devotion to professional ethics. Since
Martindale-Hubbell bases assessments on
surveys of members of the bar and of judges,
we take pride in our colleagues’ recognizing
and respecting the quality of our legal work.
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BOOK REVIEW

Amusement park
SAFETY

An Air That Kills
by David McCumber and
Andrew Schneider

Register
to vote

A

merica’s tragic asbestos story has been
told in bits and pieces by many
observers over many years. Now, for the
first time, An Air That Kills, a new book
written by veteran investigative journalists
David McCumber and Andrew Schneider,
puts it all together in frightening detail.
Schneider is a two-time investigativereporting Pulitzer Prize winner.
An Air That Kills is about Libby, Montana, site of a vermiculite mine owned and
operated until 1990 by W. R. Grace.
Company executives knew that the
vermiculite from this mine was contaminated with poisonous asbestos fibers, but
concealed how dangerous exposure could
be to their own mine employees. Some
entire families were poisoned.
McCumber and Schneider explain how
Grace further failed to warn the town’s
citizens that simply living in Libby was
dangerous. Executives also never told the
thousands of companies nationwide which
purchased the contaminated vermiculite
that it was extremely toxic.
Libby’s residents used our legal system
to hold W. R. Grace accountable for its
actions. Hundreds of thousands of other
asbestos victims have achieved the same
goal.

T

o register to vote in our state, you must
be:
★ a U.S. citizen.
★ a state resident.
★ 18 years old on or before election day.

How to register
In some cases, registration can take up to a
month.
★ By mail—Obtain a registration form at an
election office, town hall, post office, or
elsewhere; fill it in; and mail it to the local
election office.
★ In person—Go to your local election
commission and complete an affidavit of
registration.
★ Motor vehicle registry—Fill in a “Motor
Voter” form.
★ Online—Surf to the Federal Election
Commission at http://www.fec.gov/
votregis/vr.htm to download a National
Mail Voter Registration Form to fill in
and mail to the local election office, or
o to the Working Assets Web site at
www.workingforchange.com/vote to
register.

I

t’s again time for families to visit
amusement parks to enjoy fresh air, fun
foods, and thrill rides.
Amusement parks can be very exciting
for families, but don’t let your young
children take chances.
✔ Comply with age or height restrictions.
✔ Chaperone youngsters.
✔ Secure safety harnesses and restraints.
✔ Avoid loose-fitting clothing, especially
baggy sleeves.
✔ Kids should keep hands inside rides and
hold on.
✔ Know where first aid or EMT service is
located.

Ferris wheel fall
An amusement park visitor won an
arbitrated award after falling from a ferris
wheel. The amusement park’s management
was determined to be
negligent in
failing to lock
the rider in his
seat and maintain the ride in
good operating
condition.

